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Institute of Medical Science
IMS faculty and learners are world-renowned 

leaders in translational research, discoveries 

and innovation that improve human health.

Dr. Lucy Osborne, Interim Director, IMS

Professor of Medicine and Molecular Genetics



Large
• Largest graduate unit in Temerty Faculty of Medicine with 

over 500 learners & 700 faculty

Diverse
• Clinician-scientists, basic scientists, and graduate students 

all conduct research that impacts health 
• Multidisciplinary research themes including neuroscience, 

cancer, population health & more

Bench to bedside
• Translation of fundamental discoveries in basic science to 

improved clinical care, preventative medicine, and health 
promotion

An Institute “without walls”
• Learners and faculty widely dispersed across U of T and 

affiliated hospital research institutes

What makes us unique?
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Major Research Sites
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IMS Graduate Programs:

Master of Science (MSc)

• 2-year research intensive program

All research stream students are fully 
funded by their supervisors.

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
• 5-year research intensive program
• Direct entry (PhDU) – 6-year program
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Academic Preparation

o MSc Degree: 4-year Honours BA or BSc, or MD from recognized university, minimum A- annual average in 3 of 4 years 

(including final year) of undergrad degree

o PhD Degree: MSc (or equivalent) with research-based defended thesis (2 years) from recognized university; minimum A- 

average in previous grad program; minimum B+ (77%) average in previous undergrad program (including final year)

o PhD Direct-Entry: For outstanding candidates without a previous 2 years Master’s thesis degree

Motivation to Conduct Research

o Research experience (summer program, research course, master’s degree)

o Research presentations and authorship on scientific papers

o Application for external funding

o Proposed research project 

References  

o MSc (2) and PhD (3) required from faculty members

o At least one reference must be from a faculty member who you conducted research with

What are we looking for in an applicant?



Professional schools*

o Medical School
o Dental School
o Business School
o Nursing/Physiotherapy/Other

Public health sector 

o Research coordinators
o Research analysts
o Lab managers
o Lab technologists

Private health sector 

o Research development
o Pharmaceutical industry
o Business administration

Transfer to PhD 

o Outstanding MSc students can transfer to PhD program 
within 18-22 months without defending thesis 

Where do our MSc students go?

*25% of students already 

have a medical degree
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Where do our PhD graduates go?

Academia (57%)
o Postdoctoral fellows
o Faculty positions
o Top Employers: UofT, York, Metropolitan U, McMaster, Western, 

UBC
 

Public sector (25%)
o Hospitals
o Government
o Health services
o Top Employers: UHN, SickKids, Toronto District School Board, 

CAMH, St. Mike’s, Government of Ontario, Health Canada

Private health sector (11%)
o Pharmaceutical industry
o Finance
o Top Employers: Google, Intel, Royal Bank, Jansen, Scotia Bank, 

Sanofi
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ims.utoronto.ca

For further information, please visit:
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